
English IV Summer Reading Assignment  
All students taking English IV during the 2020-2021 school year should read one of the following 
British Literature selections:  

• Any play by William Shakespeare except Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Macbeth, 
and Hamlet. 

• Any novel by Jane Austen  
• Any novel by Agatha Christie  
• Gulliver’s Travel’s by Jonathan Swift 
• Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  
• Lord of the Flies by William Golding  
• Brave New World by Aldous Huxley  
• A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess  
• White Teeth by Zadie Smith  
• Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell  

 
Each student is responsible for accomplishing the following tasks:  
 

1. The Reading Log 
2. A personal connection journal entry 
 

These should be all handwritten on loose-leaf. Detailed directions for each section are listed below. 
(These assignments will be collected during the first days of school and assessed for a 
summative grade for the first quarter.)  
 
1) The Reading Log  

The reading log is an original, handwritten, multi-page, double-entry journal containing multiple entries 
demonstrating your thoughts, reactions, and analyses as you read the entire book. (Entries should 
cover your authentic personal responses throughout the reading of the entire book.) 

Follow these directions:  

• Divide sheets of loose-leaf into vertical columns  
 

• Title the left column “Text Evidence”  
o In this column, summarize passages or include quotes from the story that 

demonstrate the following:  
 new characters and settings being introduced,  
 plot developments,  
 points in the story where the main character realizes something about himself 

or others, and  
 anything in the story you connected to on some level.  

 
• Title the right column “Personal Responses”  

o In this column, write your analysis, comments, thoughts, reactions, opinions, and 
personal connections to your life experiences that relate to the facts or passage 
written in the left column. (The more detailed and in-depth your entries, the 
more impressive your personal connection to or analysis of the novel, the 
better your grade.)  



Entries should be a clear, understandable demonstration of your thoughts as you read and internalize the 
action of the novel. Your genuine reaction to the book is most desirable. (Any inclusion of material from 
outside resources may result in a zero on this assignment.)  

 
2) Personal Connection Journal Entry  
 

 Write an original journal response of about 250 words explaining a personal connection you 
have to a character, event, and/or theme in the novel.  
 

For all parts of the summer reading assignment, I want your original work that shows your authentic 
analyses and responses to what you are reading. Don’t copy from someone or somewhere. I want to see 
your thoughts, feelings, and responses. (Copying will result in a zero.)  


